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Well, Well, Well, Kate Hall 

Before Reading 

A. Answer the following questions 

1. Where do you see yourself in two or three years?  

2. What could go differently? What would you do if something unexpected happened? 

 

B. Look up the meaning of the following words and write sentences using them in context 

1. college 

2. pregnant 

3. crèche 

4. grant  

 

C. Read the title. What intonation would you use? Does it affect meaning? 

 

D. Read following words and think what the story could be about 
                         college/ abortion/ alone/ girl/ neighbors} 

 

E. Read the first two lines of the story. What does IT refer to? 

-Well, you obviously can´t keep it. 

-what do you mean, CAN´T keep it? Who says I can’t? 

 

F. Continue reading  

- It´s obvious, you´ll have to have an abortion. 

-  I don’t want an abortion. I want to … 

- You can´t. just think about it for a minute. 

- I have thought about it, I’ve thought a lot about it a lot. 

- But you’ve started college! 

- I know I’ve started college, but there’s a crèche there. 

- Oh I see, you’re going to go in pregnant and have the baby in between lectures. 

- It’s due in the holidays and anyway I can take some time off, other people have done it before, you know. 

- That doesn´t mean you have to, though, does it? And what about money? 

- I’ll manage. 

- What, on a grant, with a baby and no father? 

- Yes, on  agrant, with a baby and no father. That’s what really worrying you isn´t it? Bloody hell, in this day and age! 

- Well, it would help if you would say who the father is, or don’t you know? 

- Of course I know, but I don’t want him to. 

- Why not for Christ’s sake, he ought to pay for it – you could get maintenance you know or he could pay for an 

abortion. 

- I don´t want him to pay for anything and I´m NOT having an abortion. 

- He´s not married, is he? 

- No, he’s not married. 

-Then I don’t  see… 

- I just don’t want anyone interfering, that’s all. 

- Well, you needn’t worry on my account, I´m not having anything to do with it and don´t expect me to baby sit either. 

- No one asked you to. 
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- Not yet, but just you wait. Honestly, I thought YOU were old enough to know better. It’s embarrassing. 

- You’ll be saying “What will the neighbours say?” next. 

- I don’t give a damn about the neighbours, but they will think things if there’s no father. 

- There is a father! 

- Oh, yes, an anonymous one. 

- I  KNOW who he is. 

- Well at least tell me. 

- No. look, I made a decision, I got pregnant on purpose. I want to have this baby, okay? 

 

While/ Post- Reading 

A. Describe the attitude of the speakers. Go back to the text and underline utterances that reinforce these 

attitudes. 

B. Write a list of words that describe each character. Do they have any characteristic in common? Who 

do you identify with?  

C. There is one more sentence in the story. Imagine what it is and who says it. Write it down on a slip of 

paper and give it to your teacher.  

D. Answer the following questions 

1. How did you imagine the ending? Were your predictions right? 

2. Were you surprised when you read the ending? 

3. Do you agree with the girl’s attitude? 

4. Did you like the ending? Why (not)? 

5. Complete the summary  

 

This is the story of two ____________. One is the ___________ and the other is the 

______________. The _____________ is pregnant. She’s about to start ______________and the 

___________ is due in the ___________. 

The girl thinks that her ___________ should have an _____________. She wants to know 

who the ______________ is and she doesn’t want to _______________ the baby is her mother 

decides to ______________ it. 

The mother wants to ________ the ______________. She doesn’t  ___________to tell the 

father and she doesn’t want his ______________. She got ___________ on purpose.  

 

6. Think about the story from a different perspective. What if it was the girl who got pregnant? 

Would your opinion differ? Why (not)? 

7. Language: Reporting requests. Imagine the next day, the mothes is talking to a friend. Look 

at what she says, and write her daughter’s actual words. 

a. She asked me to have an abortion. 

b. She asked me to think about it. 

c. She asked me to tell her the name of the baby’s father. 

 

8. Pair work. Re- write the short story (you may change some parts) and practise the dialogue 

with a classmate. Be ready to act it out in front of the rest!   
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Exposing Gender Stereotypes 
 

We are going to examine what acting like a man and being ladylike means in our society. What are the gender 

stereotypes, and how do these stereotypes affect our relationships with others? 

1. How would you define “stereotype”? 
 

 

2. What are some typical examples? E.g.  men don’t cry, dumb blondes 

 
3. What does it mean to act like a man? What words or expectations come to your mind? What about being 

ladylike? Think about different contexts like dating, doing business, sports, etc. Complete the boxes: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act like a man: 

Be ladylike: 
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4. Read the boxes as a class. They are stereotypes. Their walls of conformity are as just as restrictive. Men and 
women learn to conform to very specific role expectations as they grow up being male or female in our 
society. 

a. Where do we learn these gender roles? 

b. What people teach us these stereotypes? 

c. Where in society do we find these messages? Write your ideas to the left of each box. 

d. What names or put-downs are boys and girls called if they step out of the box? Write your ideas to 

the right of each box. 

e. How do these labels and names reinforce stereotypes? 

5. Now, let’s analyze some songs. How are stereotypes present or not present here? Quote and explain. 

 

Rude (Magic) 

Saturday morning jumped out of bed 

And put on my best suit 

Got in my car and raced like a jet 

All the way to you 

Knocked on your door with heart in my hand 

To ask you a question 

'Cause I know that you're an old-fashioned man, yeah 

 

Can I have your daughter for the rest of my life? 

Say yes, say yes 'cause I need to know 

You say I'll never get your blessing 'til the day I die 

Tough luck, my friend, but the answer is 'No' 

 

Why you gotta be so rude? 

Don't you know I'm human too? 

Why you gotta be so rude? 

I'm gonna marry her anyway 

 

 

 

 

Marry that girl 

Marry her anyway 

Marry that girl 

Yeah, no matter what you say 

Marry that girl 

And we'll be a family 

Why you gotta be so 

Rude 

 

I hate to do this, you leave no choice 

Can't live without her 

Love me or hate me we will be boys 

Standing at that altar 

Or we will run away 
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To another galaxy, you know 

You know she's in love with me 

She will go anywhere I go 

 

Dear future husband ( 

 

Dear future husband 

Here's a few things 

You'll need to know if you wanna be 

My one and only all my life 

Take me on a date 

I deserve a break 

And don't forget the flowers every anniversary 

'Cause if you'll treat me right 

I'll be the perfect wife 

Buying groceries 

Buy-buying what you need 

You got that 9 to 5 

But, baby, so do I 

So don't be thinking I'll be home and baking apple pies 

I never learned to cook 

But I can write a hook 

Sing along with me 

Sing-sing along with me (Hey) 

You gotta know how to treat me like a lady 

Even when I'm acting crazy 

Tell me everything's alright 

Dear future husband 

Here's a few things you'll need to know if you want to 

be 

My one and only all my life 

Dear future husband 

If you wanna get that special lovin' 

Tell me I'm beautiful each and every night 

 

After every fight 

Just apologize 

And maybe then I'll let you try and rock my body right 

 

Even if I was wrong 

You know I'm never wrong 

Why disagree? 

Why, why disagree? 

Dear future husband 

Make time for me 

Don't leave me lonely 

And know we'll never see your family more than mine 

I'll be sleeping on the left side of the bed  

Open doors for me and you might get some kisses 

Don't have a dirty mind 

Just be a classy guy 

Buy me a ring 

Buy-buy me a ring, babe 

 

 

 
6. What are the bride’s requests? Underline. Write some sentences. 

Eg: she asks him to tell her she is beautiful 

7. Now that we’ve looked at the gender role stereotypes, what is it about them that leads to violence in 
relationships? 
 

8. Consider the following scenario: Biff and Emma go out on a date. After going dancing, they decide to go 
parking. They start necking and Biff wants to go “all the way”. Emma doesn’t feel comfortable going any 
further. 

a. If these two teens believe in stereotypes, what’s going to happen? 

b. What if they don’t? 

c. What’s the worst thing that can happen? 
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d. Think of any other situation in which trying to live up to the stereotypes would be unhealthy. 

9. Let´s review key concepts and ideas. What have you learned about gender stereotypes, how they affect us 
and how believing in them can lead to violence? Using the app in www.wordart.com prepare a word cloud 
with key concepts for a healthy relationship.  

10. Roleplay  
Scene 1 

Cathy and Mark have been dating for a few weeks. They aren’t very skillfull at creating a fair and supportive 

relationship because they both have bought into the stereotype boxes. He acts controlling. She acts passive, 

always putting his wishes first. Mark decides that the two of them will go to see a movie Friday night. Cathy 

has already made plans with her friends to go out for pizza.  

Roleplay their conversation when they meet at school.  

Scene 2 

Let’s see Cathy and Mark try again, this time they will make an effort to go on a relationship that is healthy 

and safe. They may need to compromise. 

 

11. Consider the following: "The Way You Look Tonight"is a song that many famous singers have 

performed, and “Sonnet 130” is a well-known work of art written by William Shakespeare. How do 

they describe the object of their love? Phisically and personality. What can you say about beauty 

standards here? Are stereotypes present? 

THE WAY YOU LOOK TONIGHT 

Some day, when I'm awfully low, 

When the world is cold, 

I will feel a glow just thinking of you 

And the way you look tonight. 

 

You're lovely, with your smile so warm 

And your cheeks so soft, 

There is nothing for me but to love you, 

And the way you look tonight. 

 

With each word your tenderness grows, 

Tearing my fears apart 

And that laugh that wrinkles your nose, 

Touches my foolish heart. 

 

Yes you're lovely, never, ever change 

Keep that breathless charm. 

Won't you please arrange it? 

'Cause I love you 

Just the way you look tonight. 

 

With each word ….. 

 

Yes you're lovely, …. 

Darling 

Just the way you look tonight. 

http://www.wordart.com/
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SONNET 130 

My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun; 

Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 

I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 

But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks. 

I love to hear her speak, yet well I know 

That music hath a far more pleasing sound; 

I grant I never saw a goddess go; 

My mistress when she walks treads on the ground. 

 And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 

 As any she belied with false compare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get involved! 
 What did women in your country marched for last March 

8th? Write their requests here: 

         

      Glossary:  

Glow: lunimosity,  light 

Tearing apart: cut, break 

Breathless: unable to breathe 

Wrinkle: arrugar 

Dun: brownish 

Wires: filament, cord, cable 

Reek: exude, give off an odor 

Goddess : female deity 

Treads: walk heavily, march, trot 

Cheeks: face, side of the face. 

Breath: inspiration, suspiration 

Hook: catchy part of a song 

9 to 5: job 

Classy: elegant 

REMEMBER 

WE ALL HAVE A CHOICE. WE CAN UNKNOWINGLY BEHAVE LIKE THE STEREOTYPES IN THE 

BOXES, WHICH CAN LEAD TO UNHAPPINESS, VIOLENCE AND LONELINESS. OR, WE CAN SHOW 

THE COURAGE TO BE OURSELVES AND FIND PEOPLE WHO ACCEPT US FOR WHAT WE REALLY 

ARE. THAT MAY SEEM HARDER TO DO, BUT, AS TODAY’S ROLE PLAY HAS SHOWN, IT CAN BE 

DONE. AS WE’VE SEEN, IT MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE WHEN WE LISTEN TO, AND RESPECT, THE 

OTHER PERSON’S NEEDS AND WANTS. THAT’S A KEY ELEMENT IN HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS. 
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Look at the picture and discuss: 
 

1. How do you feel when looking at this 

picture? 

2. What do you see? 

3. What happened to this woman? 

4. How does she look like? 

5. Who did it to her? 

6. Why would someone hit her? 

7. Was it a man or a woman? 

8. Does the term "domestic violence" mean 

anything to you? 

9. Who is usually the beaten one? Why? 

10. Do the women talk about it? 

11. Do they confess being a victim of domestic 

violence? 

12. What do they usually say when people ask 

them about their bruises? 

13. Why don´t they go to the police? 

14. Why do they sometimes change their opinion and don´t accuse their partner of 

domestic violence? 

15. What should such a woman do? 

16. Who can help her? 

17. What can happen to her partner? 

18. Do you think he´ll go to prison? For how long? 

19. What will happen when he leaves the prison? 

20. How would YOU feel if you knew that your partner had been released from 

prison? 

21. Do you know any victims of domestic violence? Tell their story 

22. What about the children? Are they the victims as well? 

23. How do they react to it? 

24. Do you think the child would "beat" their partner in the future or be 100% 

against it? 

25. What are the laws concerning domestic violence in your country? 

26. How would you punish those who do it? 
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Domestic violence. Web quest. 
Activity 1 

Open this site: http://www.domesticviolence.org        

    

You have just opened the front page entitled …………………………………………………….. 

 

Write down their slogan. (the initials will help you) 

 

  D…………….……  v……………..   s………….    n……..     h………………….  to a…………..…..  

E……….  P………….. ! 

 

In case of emergency, a woman  in danger can  dial …………... or use the local hotline 

number. In our country, that is ……………. 

 

Tick the right answer. 

 

„Another woman‟  is       a service       a famous woman      a poem     an 

organization 

Who can be a victim?    a person of color     a lesbian     a teenager      anybody 

The violence wheel shows the different ways to control or gain power: 

   Some of them are   threats    intimidation   isolation   discussing   economic 

abuse   sharing  

What can a woman do to be safe?     call the police     go to a safe place     ask help 

from friends   

Complete the following text with verbs: 

  If you are in danger when the police come, they can ………… you.  

  They can help you and your children ……………. your home safely.  

  They can …………… your abuser when they have enough proof that you have been ……………….  

http://www.domesticviolence.org/
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  They can arrest your abuser if a personal protection order (PPO) has been ……………….  

  When the police come, ………..them everything the abuser did that …………. you ……………….. 

. 

Activity 2 

Now, it is time to find more information on   http://www.whiteribbonday.org.au/  

 

 

Complete the sentence: all…………………..…..… men  should ……………………..… .  

Conclude by circling the right word: This site is     Austrian   Australian   Indian    

American 

Why? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Complete:  

                               My oath: I ………………… never to ………………., ………………………..or 

…………………..silent about …………………..against ………………………. 

 

Answer.  

 

What do the letters I.D.E.V.A.W. stand for? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Circle the right answer:  

When is that special day?         on Oct 25th       on Nov 12th       on Nov 23rd          on 

Nov 25th        

What is the corresponding symbol for that day? 

 

                                           a white flower       a white ribbon          a yelllow star        

a red flag   

 

Draw it here  

http://www.whiteribbonday.org.au/
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Complete: 

Wearing this symbol means   you've taken action to …………. up against …………… 

against …………….. 

                                                      your ……………………………… to ending  ………………….. 

against ……………….. 

                                                      you believe that this  is ………………………... 

 

Activity 3 

In the GOOGLE bar type “domestic violence and abuse” 

Click on  “Domestic Violence and Abuse: Signs of Abuse and Abusive 
Relationships” 

Can you recognize the signs of domestic violence and abuse?                                                                               

Answer:  right/ wrong ? Justify. Correct if necessary. 
People who are being abused are happy to please their partner.  

R / W ___________________________________________________ 

People who are being abused always agree with their partner’s opinions  

R / W ___________________________________________________ 

People who are being physically abused may hide their physical problems  

R / W ___________________________________________________ 

People who are being isolated by their abuser may go out on their own: 

 R / W ___________________________________________________ 

People who are being abused may be self-confident  

R / W ___________________________________________________ 

 

From this page, find and stick a photo illustrating domestic violence and the wheel of 

violence 
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domestic violence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the wheel of violence 

 

Reading time. 
 

 

 

Domestic violence and abuse can happen to anyone, yet the problem is often overlooked, 

excused, or denied. This is especially true when the abuse is psychological, rather than 

physical. Noticing and acknowledging the signs of an abusive relationship are the first step to 

ending it. No one should live in fear of the person they love. There is help available. Domestic 

violence and abuse are used for one purpose and one purpose only: to gain and maintain total 

control over you. An abuser doesn’t “play fair.” Abusers use fear, guilt, shame, and 

intimidation to wear you down and keep you under his or her thumb. Your abuser may also 

threaten you, hurt you, or hurt those around you. Domestic violence and abuse does not 

discriminate. It happens among heterosexual couples and in same-sex partnerships. It occurs 

within all age ranges, ethnic backgrounds, and economic levels. And while women are more 

commonly victimized, men are also abused—especially verbally and emotionally, although 

sometimes even physically as well. The bottom line is that abusive behavior is never 

acceptable, whether it’s coming from a man, a woman, a teenager, or an older adult. You 

deserve to feel valued, respected, and safe. Domestic abuse often escalates from threats and 
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verbal abuse to violence. And while physical injury may be the most obvious danger, the 

emotional and psychological consequences of domestic abuse are also severe. Emotionally 

abusive relationships can destroy your self-worth, lead to anxiety and depression, and make 

you feel helpless and alone. No one should have to endure this kind of pain—and your first 

step to breaking free is recognizing that your situation is abusive. Once you acknowledge the 

reality of the abusive situation, then you can get the help you need.  

Melinda Smith, M.A., and Jeanne Segal, Ph.D.  

Helpguide.org 

Match the definition with the appropriate word. 

a. Overlooked ____ To make a victim of. 

b. Acknowledging ____ To increase in intensity 

c. Shame ____ To fail to notice, perceive, or consider 

d. Victimized ____ the sense of one's own value or worth as a person; 

e. Bottom line ____ To admit to be real or true 

f. Escalates ____ Painful feeling arising from the consciousness of 

something dishonorable 

g. Self-worth ____ The deciding or crucial factor 

 

Answer the questions according to the article. 

1. What is the first step to end the domestic violence? 

__________________________________________________________
___________ 

2. How are men mainly abused? 

__________________________________________________________
___________ 

3. Why is abusive behavior never acceptable? 

__________________________________________________________
___________ 

4. What are the consequences of domestic abuse? 

__________________________________________________________
___________ 

5. What does an abused person have to do first before getting help? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Love the way you lie. Eminem ft Rihanna 
Just gonna stand there and _________ me burn 

Well that’s alright because I like the way it _______ 

Just gonna stand there and hear me ________ 

Well that’s alright because I ______ the way you lie 

I love the way you _______ 
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Match the sentences 

1 I can’t tell you  ___ fight while I can fight 

2 I can only tell you  ___ I suffocate 

3 And right now there’s a  ___ drunk from my hate 

4 I can’t breathe but I still  ___ I love it, wait 

5 As long as the wrong feels  ___ what it feels like 

6 High off of love,  ___ come back 

7 Its like I’m  ___ she’s Lois Lane 

8 And I love it the more that I suffer,  ___ I snapped 

9 And right before I’m about to  ___ I’ll never stoop so low again 

10 She freaking hates me and  ___ it’s so insane 

11 Where you going,  ___ right it’s like I’m in flight 

12 No you ain’t,  ___ my own strength 

13 We’re running  ___ even know his name 

14 Here we go again,  ___ what it really is 

15 Cause when it’s going good  ___ right back 

16 I’m superman with the wind at his back,  ___ drown she resuscitates me 

17 But when it’s bad it’s awful I feel so ashamed,  ___ I’m leaving you 

18 Who’s that dude I don’t  ___ steel knife in my windpipe 

19 I laid hands on her,  ___ huffing paint 

20 I guess I don’t know  ___ it’s going great 

Just gonna stand there and _________ me burn 

Well that’s alright because I like the way it _______ 

Just gonna stand there and hear me ________ 

Well that’s alright because I ______ the way you lie 

I love the way you _______ 
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Unscramble the words and complete 

You ever love _______________ (bdmsyoeo) so much 

You can barely _____________ (eeatbhr) when you’re with ‘em 

You meet and _____________ (rnieeht) one of you even know what hit ‘em 

Got that warm fuzzy _____________ (glnfeie)  

Yeah them __________ (lslcih) used to get ‘em 

Now you’re getting freaking sick at ___________ (oiolgkn) at ‘em 

You ___________ (rsweo) you’d never hit ‘em 

Never do nothing to __________ (ruth) ‘em 

Now you’re in each others ___________ (aecf) 

_____________ (wisengp) venom in your words when you spit ‘em 

You push, pull each other’s hair, _________ (ccarsht), claw 

_________ (itb)‘em, throw ‘em down, pin ‘em 

So lost in the ______________ (eomtmsn) when you’re in them 

It’s the craze that the _________ (aoeotprc) controls you both 

So they say it’s best to go your __________ (pstreaea) ways 

___________ (ugses) they don’t know you 

Cause today, that was __________ (dtysyeare)  

Yesterday is over, it’s a ___________ (ftinderefe) day 

Silent _____________ (nrbkoe) records playing over 

But you promised her next time you’ll show ___________ (eianrts)  

You don’t get __________ (oaehntr) chance 

Life is no Nintendo game, but you lied __________ (igana)  

Now you get to watch her leave out the _________ (wwndoi)  

I guess that’s why they call it window _________ (npea)  

Just gonna stand there and _________ me burn 

Well that’s alright because I like the way it _______ 

Just gonna stand there and hear me ________ 

Well that’s alright because I ______ the way you lie 

I love the way you _______ 

Order them according to the lyrics 

 All I know is I love you too much to walk away though 

Come inside, pick up your bags off the sidewalk 

 You’re the same as me 

When it comes to love you’re just as blinded 

 Now I know we said things 

Did things that we didn’t mean 
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 I know I’m a liar if she ever tries to freaking leave again 

I’mma tie her to the bed and set this house on fire 

 Next time I’m p**d I’ll aim my fist at the drywall 

Next time, there won’t be no next time 

 And we fall back into the same patterns, same routine 

But your temper is just as bad is mine is 

 Don’t you hear sincerity in my voice when I talk? 

Told you this is my fault, look in the eyeball 

 I apologize even though I know it’s lies 

I’m tired of the games I just want her back 

 Baby, please come back it wasn’t you maybe it was me 

Maybe our relationship isn’t as crazy as it seems 

Maybe that’s what happens when a tornado meets a volcano 

 

Just gonna stand there and _________ me burn 

Well that’s alright because I like the way it _______ 

Just gonna stand there and hear me ________ 

Well that’s alright because I ______ the way you lie 

I love the way you _______ 

 

Reading: The Leg of Lamb 
 

The room was warm and clean, the curtains drawn, the two table lamps alight-hers and the one 

by the empty chair opposite. On the sideboard behind her, two tall glasses, soda water, 

whiskey.  Fresh ice cubes in the Thermos bucket. 

 

Mary Maloney was waiting for her husband to come home from work. 

 

Now and again she would glance up at the clock, but without anxiety, merely to please herself 

with the thought that each minute gone by made it nearer the time when he would come.  There 

was a slow smiling air about her, and about everything she did.  The drop of a head as she bent 

over her sewing was curiously tranquil.  Her skin -for this was her sixth month with child-had 

acquired a wonderful translucent quality, the mouth was soft, and the eyes, with their new placid 

look, seemed larger darker than before. When the clock said ten minutes to five, she began to 

listen, and a few moments later, punctually as always, she heard the tires on the gravel outside, 

and the car door slamming, the footsteps passing the window, the key turning in the lock.  She 
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laid aside her sewing, stood up, and went forward to kiss him as he came in. 

 

“Hullo darling,” she said. 

 

“Hullo darling,” he answered. 

 

She took his coat and hung it in the closer.  Then she walked over and made the drinks, a 

strongish one for him, a weak one for herself; and soon she was back again in her chair with the 

sewing, and he in the other, opposite, holding the tall glass with both hands, rocking it so the ice 

cubes tinkled against the side. 

 

For her, this was always a blissful time of day.  She knew he didn’t want to speak much until 

the first drink was finished, and she, on her side, was content to sit quietly, enjoying his 

company after the long hours alone in the house.  She loved to luxuriate in the presence of this 

man, and to feel-almost as a sunbather feels the sun-that warm male glow that came out of him 

to her when they were alone together.  She loved him for the way he sat loosely in a chair, for 

the way he came in a door, or moved slowly across the room with long strides.  She loved 

intent, far look in his eyes when they rested in her, the funny shape of the mouth, and especially 

the way he remained silent about his tiredness, sitting still with himself until the whiskey had 

taken some of it away. 

 

“Tired darling?” 

 

“Yes,” he said.  “I’m tired,” and as he spoke, he did an unusual thing.  He lifted his glass and 

drained it in one swallow although there was still half of it, at least half of it left. She wasn’t 

really watching him, but she knew what he had done because she heard the ice cubes falling 

back against the bottom of the empty glass when he lowered his arm.  He paused a moment, 

leaning forward in the chair, then he got up and went slowly over to fetch himself another. 

 

“I’ll get it!” she cried, jumping up. 

 

“Sit down,” he said. 

 

When he came back, she noticed that the new drink was dark amber with the quantity of 

whiskey in it. 

 

“Darling, shall I get your slippers?” 

 

“No.” 

 

She watched him as he began to sip the dark yellow drink, and she could see little oily swirls in 

the liquid because it was so strong. 

 

“I think it’s a shame,” she said, “that when a policeman gets to be as senior as you, they keep 

him walking about on his feet all day long.” 

 

He didn’t answer, so she bent her head again and went on with her sewing; bet each time he 

lifted the drink to his lips, she heard the ice cubes clinking against the side of the glass. 

 

“Darling,” she said.  “Would you like me to get you some cheese?  I haven’t made any supper 

because it’s Thursday.” 

 

“No,” he said. 

 

“If you’re too tired to eat out,” she went on, “it’s still not too late.  There’s plenty of meat and 
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stuff in the freezer, and you can have it right here and not even move out of the chair.” 

 

Her eyes waited on him for an answer, a smile, a little nod, but he made no sign. 

 

“Anyway,” she went on, “I’ll get you some cheese and crackers first.” 

 

“I don’t want it,” he said. 

 

She moved uneasily in her chair, the large eyes still watching his face.  “But you must eat!  I’ll 

fix it anyway, and then you can have it or not, as you like.” 

 

She stood up and placed her sewing on the table by the lamp. 

 

“Sit down,” he said.  “Just for a minute, sit down.” 

It wasn’t till then that she began to get frightened. 

 

“Go on,” he said.  “Sit down.” 

 

She lowered herself back slowly into the chair, watching him all the time with those large, 

bewildered eyes.  He had finished the second drink and was staring down into the glass, 

frowning. 

 “Listen,” he said.  “I’ve got something to tell you.” 

 

“What is it, darling?  What’s the matter?” 

 

He had now become absolutely motionless, and he kept his head down so that the light from the 

lamp beside him fell across the upper part of his face, leaving the chin and mouth in 

shadow.  She noticed there was a little muscle moving near the corner of his left eye. 

 

“This is going to be a bit of a shock to you, I’m afraid,” he said.  “But I’ve thought about it a 

good deal and I’ve decided the only thing to do is tell you right away.  I hope you won’t blame 

me too much.” 

 

And he told her.  It didn’t take long, four or five minutes at most, and she stayed very still 

through it all, watching him with a kind of dazed horror as he went further and further away 

from her with each word. 

 

“So there it is,” he added.  “And I know it’s kind of a bad time to be telling you, but there 

simply wasn’t any other way.  Of course I’ll give you money and see you’re looked after.  But 

there needn’t really be any fuss.  I hope not anyway.  It wouldn’t be very good for my job.” 

 

Her first instinct was not to believe any of it, to reject it all.  It occurred to her that perhaps he 

hadn’t even spoken, that she herself had imagined the whole thing.  Maybe, if she went about 

her business and acted as though she hadn’t been listening, then later, when she sort of woke up 

again, she might find none of it had ever happened. 

 

“I’ll get the supper,” she managed to whisper, and this time he didn’t stop her. 

 

When she walked across the room she couldn’t feel her feet touching the floor.  She couldn’t 

feel anything at all- except a slight nausea and a desire to vomit.  Everything was automatic 

now, down the steps to the cellar, the light switch, the deep freeze, the hand inside the cabinet 

taking hold of the first object it met.  She lifted it out, and looked at it.  It was wrapped in paper, 

so she took off the paper and looked at it again. 

 

A leg of lamb. 
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All right then, they would have lamb for supper.  She carried it upstairs, holding the thin bone-

end of it with both her hands, and as she went through the living-room, she saw him standing 

over by the window with his back to her, and she stopped. 

 

“For God’s sake,” he said, hearing her, but not turning round.  “Don’t make supper for me.  I’m 

going out.” 

 

At that point, Mary Maloney simply walked up behind him and without any pause she swung 

the big frozen leg of lamb high in the air and brought it down as hard as she could on the back 

of his head. 

 

She might just as well have hit him with a steel club. 

 

 

She stepped back a pace, waiting, and the funny thing was that he remained standing there for 

at least four or five seconds, gently swaying.  Then he crashed to the carpet. 

 

The violence of the crash, the noise, the small table overturning, helped bring her out of he 

shock.  She came out slowly, feeling cold and surprised, and she stood for a while blinking at 

the body, still holding the ridiculous piece of meat tight with both hands. 

 

All right, she told herself.  So I’ve killed him. 

 

It was extraordinary, now, how clear her mind became all of a sudden.  She began thinking 

very fast.  As the wife of a detective, she knew quite well what the penalty would be.  That was 

fine.  It made no difference to her.  In fact, it would be a relief.  On the other hand, what about 

the child?  What were the laws about murderers with unborn children?  Did they kill them 

both-mother and child?  Or did they wait until the tenth month?  What did they do? 

 

Mary Maloney didn’t know.  And she certainly wasn’t prepared to take a chance. 

 

She carried the meat into the kitchen, placed it in a pan, turned the oven on high, and shoved 

it inside.  Then she washed her hands and ran upstairs to the bedroom.  She sat down before 

the mirror, tidied her hair, touched up her lips and face.  She tried a smile.  It came out rather 

peculiar.  She tried again. 

 

“Hullo Sam,” she said brightly, aloud. 

 

The voice sounded peculiar too. 

 

“I want some potatoes please, Sam.  Yes, and I think a can of peas.” 

 

That was better.  Both the smile and the voice were coming out better now.  She rehearsed it 

several times more.  Then she ran downstairs, took her coat, went out the back door, down 

the garden, into the street. 

 

It wasn’t six o’clock yet and the lights were still on in the grocery shop. 
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“Hullo Sam,” she said brightly, smiling at the man behind the counter. 

 

“Why, good evening, Mrs. Maloney.  How’re you?” 

 

“I want some potatoes please, Sam.  Yes, and I think a can of peas.” 

 

The man turned and reached up behind him on the shelf for the peas. 

 

“Patrick’s decided he’s tired and doesn’t want to eat out tonight,” she told him.  “We usually 

go out Thursdays, you know, and now he’s caught me without any vegetables in the house.” 

 

“Then how about meat, Mrs. Maloney?” 

 

“No, I’ve got meat, thanks.  I got a nice leg of lamb from the freezer.” 

 

“Oh.” 

 

“I don’t know much like cooking it frozen, Sam, but I’m taking a chance on it this time.  You 

think it’ll be all right?” 

 

“Personally,” the grocer said, “I don’t believe it makes any difference.  You want these Idaho 

potatoes?” 

 

“Oh yes, that’ll be fine.  Two of those.” 

 

“Anything else?” The grocer cocked his head on one side, looking at her pleasantly.  “How 

about afterwards?  What you going to give him for afterwards?” 

 

“Well-what would you suggest, Sam?” 

 

The man glanced around his shop.  “How about a nice big slice of cheesecake?  I know he likes 

that.” 

 

“Perfect,” she said.  “He loves it.” 

 

And when it was all wrapped and she had paid, she put on her brightest smile and said, “Thank 

you, Sam.  Goodnight.” 

 

“Goodnight, Mrs. Maloney.  And thank you.” 

 

And now, she told herself as she hurried back, all she was doing now, she was returning home 

to her husband and he was waiting for his supper; and she must cook it good, and make it as 

tasty as possible because the poor man was tired; and if, when she entered the house, she 

happened to find anything unusual, or tragic, or terrible, then naturally it would be a shock and 
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she’d become frantic with grief and horror.  Mind you, she wasn’t expecting to find 

anything.  She was just going home with the vegetables. Mrs. Patrick Maloney going home 

with the vegetables on Thursday evening to cook supper for her husband. 

 

That’s the way, she told herself.  Do everything right and natural.  Keep things absolutely 

natural and there’ll be no need for any acting at all. 

 

Therefore, when she entered the kitchen by the back door, she was humming a little tune to 

herself and smiling. 

 

“Patrick!” she called.  “How are you, darling?” 

 

She put the parcel down on the table and went through into the living room; and when she 

saw him lying there on the floor with his legs doubled up and one arm twisted back 

underneath his body, it really was rather a shock.  All the old love and longing for him welled 

up inside her, and she ran over to him, knelt down beside him, and began to cry her heart 

out.  It was easy.  No acting was necessary. 

 

A few minutes later she got up and went to the phone.  She know the number of the police 

station, and when the man at the other end answered, she cried to him, “Quick!  Come 

quick!  Patrick’s dead!” 

 

“Who’s speaking?” 

 

“Mrs. Maloney.  Mrs. Patrick Maloney.” 

 

“You mean Patrick Maloney’s dead?” 

 

“I think so,” she sobbed.  “He’s lying on the floor and I think he’s dead.” 

 

“Be right over,” the man said. 

 

The car came very quickly, and when she opened the front door, two policemen walked 

in.  She know them both-she knew nearly all the men at that precinct-and she fell right into a 

chair, then went over to join the other one, who was called O’Malley, kneeling by the body. 

 

“Is he dead?” she cried. 

 

“I’m afraid he is.  What happened?” 

 

Briefly, she told her story about going out to the grocer and coming back to find him on the 

floor.  While she was talking, crying and talking, Noonan discovered a small patch of congealed 

blood on the dead man’s head.  He showed it to O’Malley who got up at once and hurried to 

the phone. 
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Soon, other men began to come into the house.  First a doctor, then two detectives, one of 

whom she knew by name.  Later, a police photographer arrived and took pictures, and a man 

who knew about fingerprints.  There was a great deal of whispering and muttering beside the 

corpse, and the detectives kept asking her a lot of questions.  But they always treated her 

kindly.  She told her story again, this time right from the beginning, when Patrick had come in, 

and she was sewing, and he was tired, so tired he hadn’t wanted to go out for supper.  She told 

how she’d put the meat in the oven-”it’s there now, cooking”- and how she’d slopped out to 

the grocer for vegetables, and come back to find him lying on the floor. 

 

Which grocer?” one of the detectives asked. 

 

She told him, and he turned and whispered something to the other detective who immediately 

went outside into the street. 

 

In fifteen minutes he was back with a page of notes, and there was more whispering, and 

through her sobbing she heard a few of the whispered phrases-”...acted quite normal...very 

cheerful...wanted to give him a good supper... peas...cheesecake...impossible that she...” 

After a while, the photographer and the doctor departed and two other men came in and took the 

corpse away on a stretcher.  Then the fingerprint man went away.  The two detectives remained, 

and so did the two policemen.  They were exceptionally nice to her, and Jack Noonan asked if 

she wouldn’t rather go somewhere else, to her sister’s house perhaps, or to his own wife who 

would take care of her and put her up for the night. 

 

No, she said.  She didn’t feel she could move even a yard at the moment.  Would they mind 

awfully if she stayed just where she was until she felt better.  She didn’t feel too good at the 

moment, she really didn’t. 

 

Then hadn’t she better lie down on the bed?  Jack Noonan asked. 

 

No, she said.  She’d like to stay right where she was, in this chair.  A little later, perhaps, when 

she felt better, she would move. 

 

So they left her there while they went about their business, searching the house.  Occasionally 

one of the detectives asked her another question.  Sometimes Jack Noonan spoke to her gently 

as he passed by.  Her husband, he told her, had been killed by a blow on the back of the head 

administered with a heavy blunt instrument, almost certainly a large piece of metal.  They were 

looking for the weapon.  The murderer may have taken it with him, but on the other hand he 

may have thrown it away or hidden it somewhere on the premises. 

 

“It’s the old story,” he said.  “Get the weapon, and you’ve got the man.” 

 

Later, one of the detectives came up and sat beside her.  Did she know, he asked, of anything in 

the house that could’ve been used as the weapon?  Would she mind having a look around to see 

if anything was missing-a very big spanner, for example, or a heavy metal vase. 

 

They didn’t have any heavy metal vases, she said. 

 

“Or a big spanner?” 

 

She didn’t think they had a big spanner.  But there might be some things like that in the garage. 
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The search went on.  She knew that there were other policemen in the garden all around the 

house.  She could hear their footsteps on the gravel outside, and sometimes she saw a flash of a 

torch through a chink in the curtains.  It began to get late, nearly nine she noticed by the clock 

on the mantle.  The four men searching the rooms seemed to be growing weary, a trifle 

exasperated. 

 

“Jack,” she said, the next time Sergeant Noonan went by.  “Would you mind giving me a 

drink?” 

 

“Sure I’ll give you a drink.  You mean this whiskey?” 

 

“Yes please.  But just a small one.  It might make me feel better.” 

 

He handed her the glass. 

 

“Why don’t you have one yourself,” she said.  “You must be awfully tired.  Please do.  You’ve 

been very good to me.” 

 

“Well,” he answered.  “It’s not strictly allowed, but I might take just a drop to keep me going.” 

 

One by one the others came in and were persuaded to take a little nip of whiskey.  They stood 

around rather awkwardly with the drinks in their hands, uncomfortable in her presence, trying to 

say consoling things to her.  Sergeant Noonan wandered into the kitchen, come out quickly and 

said, “Look, Mrs. Maloney.  You know that oven of yours is still on, and the meat still inside.” 

 

“Oh dear me!” she cried.  “So it is!” 

 

“I better turn it off for you, hadn’t I?” 

 

“Will you do that, Jack.  Thank you so much.” 

 

When the sergeant returned the second time, she looked at him with her large, dark tearful 

eyes.  “Jack Noonan,” she said. 

 

“Yes?” 

 

“Would you do me a small favour-you and these others?” 

 

“We can try, Mrs. Maloney.” 

 

“Well,” she said.  “Here you all are, and good friends of dear Patrick’s too, and helping to catch 

the man who killed him.  You must be terribly hungry by now because it’s long past your 

suppertime, and I know Patrick would never forgive me, God bless his soul, if I allowed you to 

remain in his house without offering you decent hospitality.  Why don’t you eat up that lamb 

that’s in the oven.  It’ll be cooked just right by now.” 

 

“Wouldn’t dream of it,” Sergeant Noonan said. 

 

“Please,” she begged.  “Please eat it.  Personally I couldn’t tough a thing, certainly not what’s 

been in the house when he was here.  But it’s all right for you.  It’d be a favour to me if you’d 

eat it up.  Then you can go on with your work again afterwards.” 

 

There was a good deal of hesitating among the four policemen, but they were clearly hungry, 

and in the end they were persuaded to go into the kitchen and help themselves.  The woman 
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stayed where she was, listening to them speaking among themselves, their voices thick and 

sloppy because their mouths were full of meat. 

 

“Have some more, Charlie?” 

 

“No.  Better not finish it.” 

 

“She wants us to finish it. She said so.  Be doing her a favour.” 

 

“Okay then.  Give me some more.” 

 

“That’s the hell of a big club the gut must’ve used to hit poor Patrick,” one of them was 

saying.  “The doc says his skull was smashed all to pieces just like from a sledgehammer.” 

 

“That’s why it ought to be easy to find.” 

 

“Exactly what I say.” 

 

“Whoever done it, they’re not going to be carrying a thing like that around with them longer 

than they need.” 

 

One of them belched. 

 

“Personally, I think it’s right here on the premises.” 

 

“Probably right under our very noses.  What you think, Jack?” 

 

And in the other room, Mary Maloney began to giggle. 
 

Roald Dahl , Completely Unexpected Tales ,  from Someone Like You ( 1954). 

1) Put the sentences in the correct order 
 

1- She brought the leg of lamb as hard as she could on the back of his head. _______ 

2- She got up and went to the phone. _______ 

3- Mary Maloney was waiting for her husband to come home from work. ________ 

4- He told her. I did not take long, tour or five minutes at most and she sat very still  through it all. ________ 

5- When she opened the front door, two policemen came in. _______ 

6- She carried it upstairs , holding the thin bone-end of it with both her hands. _______ 

7- She ran downstairs, took her coat and went out of the back door, down the garden into the street. ________ 

8- After a while , the photographer left and two other men came and took the body away. _______ 

9- She heard the car tyres on the stone outside. _______ 

10- She carried the meat into the kitchen, placed it in a pan, turn the oven on, and put the pan inside. _________ 
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2) Which adjectives would you choose to describe Patrick and Mary Maloney? 
 

Reserved  arrogant  sweet   warm-hearted 

Inflexible  cunning  violent   instable 

Frank   devoted  cold-blooded  shy 

Male-chauvinist mean   selfish   naive 

 

3) Answer the questions 
 

a) Did Mary change as the store developed? 

b) How did she react when her husband left her? 

c) Were the police suspicious of Mary? 

d) What was Mary's alibi? 

e) Do you think Mary get rid of the weapon? Why? 

f) Why did she start laughing at the end? 

g) Is the title suitable? What is the lamb a symbol of? 

h) How did you felt when you read the story? 

i) What wuold you have done in her place? 
 

4) Complete by putting the verbs in the right tense 

a) As she ……………………… (walk) across the room, she ……………………. 

(not feel) anything. She ………………. (go) downstairs to the freezer 

and …………………….(take) the leg of lamb. Then 

she ………………………………… (swing) it as hard as she could on the back 

of his head. 

b) Detectives Nooman and O’Malley ………………………… (hear) the story 

while she ………………………….(cry). They ……………………………. 

(search) the house looking for the metal instrument 

that ………………………… (kill)  Patrick. They …………………….. (think) 

that the murderer ……………………………… (throw) it 

or ………………………..(hide) it somewhere in the house. 

c) That afternoon he ………….. (do) an unusual thing. He ……………… (lift) his 

glass and …………………….. (empty) it in one swallow. 

He …………………..(order) her to sit down and listen because 

he ………………. (have) something to tell her. She …………………… (begin) 

to get frightened. 

d) Mary Maloney ………………………… (wait) for her husband to come back 

from work. While she ……………………. (sew), time …………….(go) by. 

She ……………… (be) a beautiful young woman who ……………. (be) five 

months pregnant 
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Final task: 
Choose one of the following 

a. Prepare some exchanges between two people that are couple. Use verses or song 

stanzas. You can organize them as a conversation.You can´t use the songs here. 

b. Prepare a campaign spot supporting  non violent relationships.it should be at 

least 5 minutes long, and it may include pictures or actors. 

c. Find a speech related to the topics “stereotypes”, “violence” or “abuse”. Bring it 

to class and explain what it is about. Your talk must be at least 3 minutes long. 

d. You choose what to do! If you have any other ideas, tell us and we will help you 

there. Maybe a play? A song? A website?  
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PROJECT 2 

Exploration 
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The Franklin mystery 

1. Look at this picture and map of the 

Arctic.  

a. Who live there? 

b. What do they eat/do? 

c. What animals and plants live 

there? 

 

 

2. Imagine you are going on an expedition, from Europe to Alaska. In pairs, make 

notes on: 

a. A possible route 

b. Three things we should take 

c. Possible problems 

3. Tell the class your ideas. 

4. England, 1845. John Franklin wanted to find a way to get 

from England to the northwest of Canada. Look at his list of 

supplies: which things are the most important? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Look at the “reward” notice. What happened to 

Franklin, do you think?  

 

 

6. Now read about the Franklin mystery. Write the 

correct paragraph number for each sentence: 

a. Paragraph …… says what the British government 

did. 

b. Paragraph …… says why Franklin went to the 

Arctic. 

c. Paragraph …… says what some sailors found. 

d. Paragraph …… says what Franklin took with him. 
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e. Paragraph …… says who saw Franklin for the last time. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. You are a sailor in Franklin’s ship. It is July 1845 and you are in Baffin Bay. 

Write part of your diary: 

“We left England two months ago. The journey is going … 

The ship is… 

At the moment I am … 
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When I am not on duty I … 

The food… 

We eat… 

8. In England, many people wanted to know more about Franklin and his crew. 

After a long time with no news from them, they started to think about what 

could have happened to them. Some people said they were living with the Inuit 

or Eskimo people. Others said that Franklin was certainly dead. Read a sailor’s 

message and answer: 

a. Why do you think so many men were dying when they left the ships? 

b. Why did Franklin take the wrong route, in your opinion? 

 

9. Find information about the expedition and what happened eventually. Visit 

https://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/FRANKLIN-EXPEDITION-

MUMMIES-Mummies-Bodies-Talk and complete the chart: 

Date of departure: 

Mission: 

Was it accomplished? 

Ships used: 

Problems they found: 

Cause of death: 

 

 Endurance 

        

https://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/FRANKLIN-EXPEDITION-MUMMIES-Mummies-Bodies-Talk
https://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/FRANKLIN-EXPEDITION-MUMMIES-Mummies-Bodies-Talk
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Write  your letter 

in the space 

provided next 

page! 
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Other mysteries 

 

An unexplained mystery 

Read the following text carefully and then do the activities below. 

This is the incredible – but true - story of one of the most intriguing unsolved 

mysteries ever.  What happened to the Mary Celeste ship and its crew?  

The Mary Celeste left New York on (1)…………………...  Captain Briggs and his 

(2)…………………. were on the ship, and (3)……………. other men. 

On December 4th, another ship called the (4)………………….., was in 

(5)……………………………………….  Its captain saw the Mary Celeste.  The captain and 

some men went on the Mary Celeste.  There weren’t any people on the ship! 

There was a lot of (6)……………….. on the ship.  In the kitchen, there were 

(7)……………………………….  Everything was in its place.  The people 

weren’t there, but all of their clothes and things were!  The 

captain looked at the (8)…………………….. on the table.  The last 

date in it was (9)…………………………...  Did the people leave the ship 

after that day?   

Why did they leave?  Did they jump off the ship? What 

happened to the people after they left the Mary Celeste?  

People have tried to answer those questions for (10) …………………! 

The missing information is in the box below.  Put the pieces of information in 

the right places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25th November -  family -  food - plates and saucepans - November 5th, 1872 - 

years - Dei Gratia – logbook –  the middle of the Atlantic - six 

http://www.google.com.ar/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cibernautica.com.ar/relatos/maryceleste/maryceleste.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cibernautica.com.ar/relatos/maryceleste/marycel.htm&usg=__6Xj_qY374OS6rkNvDYUGI6jX5hE=&h=240&w=256&sz=9&hl=es&start=32&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=n6iz0uojpx5gRM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=mary+celeste+pictures&start=20&um=1&hl=es&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com.ar/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cibernautica.com.ar/relatos/maryceleste/maryceleste.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cibernautica.com.ar/relatos/maryceleste/marycel.htm&usg=__6Xj_qY374OS6rkNvDYUGI6jX5hE=&h=240&w=256&sz=9&hl=es&start=32&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=n6iz0uojpx5gRM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=mary+celeste+pictures&start=20&um=1&hl=es&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
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THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE 
 http://www.history.com/topics/bermuda-triangle/videos/mysteries-of-the-bermuda-

triangle 

PRE-WATCHING TASK/A:Look at the map and answer the questions. 

 Have you ever heard about the Bermuda Triangle? 

Where is it located? 

Do you know anything about Bermuda Triangle? Why 

is it well known? 

  

PRE-WATCHING TASK/B: Match the words with the correct definitions. 

1.TRIANGLE A. to vanish, to become impossible to see any longer 

2.MYSTERY B. unusual or surprising, that is difficult to explain or understand  

3.DISAPPEAR C. a flat shape with three straight sides and three angles 

4.COMPASS D. an instrument that shows directions and has a needle that always points north 

5.STRANGE E. event, situation that people do not understand or cannot explain because they do 

not know enough about it 

WHILE-WATCHING TASK: Decide if the following statements are true or false. 

 T F 

1.  The Bermuda Triangle is about 500,000 square km-s big.   

2. The mystery of the Bermuda Triangle goes back to the 20th century.   

3. Christopher Columbus noticed that his compass didn’t work.   

4. He also saw huge whales in the sea.   

5. In December 1945 six planes disappeared altogether in the area.    

AFTER-WATCHING TASK: Fill in the missing words. Use:  

A B C D E 

mysterious strange disappearances located vanished 

The Bermuda Triangle is 1…………. in the Atlantic ocean between Puerto Rico and 

Florida. Many strange 2…………….. have happened in this area and some believe it 

has 3………….. power. Since Columbus sailors have witnessed 4……………… things 

happening there. One of the most well-known incident happened in 1945, when six 

American aeroplanes 5……… in the Bermuda Triangle.  

http://www.history.com/topics/bermuda-triangle/videos/mysteries-of-the-bermuda-triangle
http://www.history.com/topics/bermuda-triangle/videos/mysteries-of-the-bermuda-triangle
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The mystery of the Sphinx 

One of the world’s most studied 

monuments is the Sphinx, which is 

1)……. close to the Great Pyramid, 

sixteen kilometers from Cairo in Egypt. 

Carved in ancient times out of a 2) ……. 

piece of limestone over sixty metres 

long and twenty  metres high, it weighs 

hundreds of tons. This extraordinary 

monument consists 3) ……. of the head 

of a man and the body of a crouching 

lion, a combination which suggests strength and wisdom. Over the years, 

some of its facial 4) …….  have sustained damage.  

The smile, which some people describe mysterious, is in fact the result of 

erosion  rather than design, and the nose, which has 5) ……. since been 

broken away, was probably the unfortunate victim of invading soldiers’ 

target practice. At one time there was a serpent on its forehead and a royal 

beard, a fragment of which exists in a museum.  

But who built this monument which, unlike most of the others guarding 6) 

……. places, is not part of a pair but 7) ……. alone? Most Egyptologists agree 

that it was built by Pharaoh Khafre 5,000 years ago. However, some recent 

commentators have 8) ……. that it belonged to a much older civilization, 

which disappeared in a legendary flood  that is 9) ……. to have destroyed 

everything in the world  over 7,000 years ago. They have tried to 10) ……. 

that the weathering of the Sphinx was 11) ……. by water rather than wind 

and sand, and one has even suggested that  it might have been built on a 

much older site about 12,500 years ago. Whatever its 12) …….., there is no 

doubt that to the Egyptians, the Sphinx represents the very  13) ……. of 

their country’s magnificent culture. 

 

 

1. A)put                  B)settled               C)located               D)set 

2. A)single              B)alone                 C)solo                     D)lone 

3. A)barely              B)solely            C)singly                       D)individually  

4. A)features           B)aspects             C)characters           D) points  

5. A)late                 B)still                    C)once                     D)long  

6. A)considerable   B)weighty              C)significant           D)dear  

7. A)stands          B)lasts                    C)grows                    D) continues  

8. A)uttered           B)speculated            C)voiced                  D)thought up 

9. A)caused          B)estimated             C)proved                  D)supposed 
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10. A)demonstrate    B)express             C)exhibit                    D)submit   

11. A)brought down   B)brought up         C)brought about            D) brought along 

12. A)births       B)origins                  C)openings                   D)introductions  

13. A)product        B)creation               C)extract                    D)essence   

 

Your turn! 

Find about a mystery and write about it. Bring it next class, be ready to tell the rest about it!!! 

Title: 

Location: 

Date (if possible) 

Why is it a mystery? 

Remember to bring a picture too. Prepare a final presentation (Prezi, powerpoint, etc) 
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THE WORKING WORLD 

Jobs 
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Jobs 

1. Define the word job.  Compare and contrast it with “task”, “post” and “duty”. 

2. Look at the following pictures and decide if they could represent jobs or not. Account 

for your choices. 

 

 

 

 

 
3. Read the texts and choose the unusual job you find most attractive. Is it more suitable for 

men or women? Write down three reasons why you would want to do this job. Talk to the 

class… which is the most popular kinky job in the group? 

4. In pairs, write about another offbeat job. Tell the class about it. Write down your ideas. 

 
10 Offbeat Careers For A Bright Future! 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/lifestyle/10-Offbeat-Careers-For-A-Bright-Future/quickstirshow/44946409.cms 

If sitting in an office cubicle from 9 to 5 is not what you're looking at then probably the 
following career options might interest you. A lot of people feel these unconventional career 

options might not pack in enough moolah but chances are if you hit it off then these could prove 
to be some really fun, out-of-the-box and offbeat careers for a bright future. 

 
1) Dance Therapists 

Dance therapy is the psychotherapeutic use of movement and dance to support intellectual and 
emotional functions of the body. Organizations such as the Creative Movement Therapy 

Association of India is one of the pioneer organisations in the country that offers sessions in 
dance and movement therapy and have been hugely successful in helping people deal with stress 
and anxiety better. Rather than teaching dance, therapists try to assess the individual's needs and 

issues. Then they initiate and help develop movement patterns, taking off from the physical-
emotional-intellectual level of their clients. People with background in dance and psychology can 

opt for this exciting career option. 
 

2) Marine and Oceanography 
What lies beneath is something that excites everyone! And that's what oceanographers and 

marine biologists do for a living. They cover a wide range of topics including marine life and 
ecosystems, ocean circulation, plate tectonics and the geology of the sea floor, and the chemical 

and physical properties of the ocean. Biological oceanographers and marine biologists 
study plants and animals in the marine environment. They are interested in the numbers of 
marine organisms and how these organisms develop, relate to one another, adapt to their 

environment, and interact with it. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/idmtaworkshops
https://www.facebook.com/idmtaworkshops
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3) Wildlife Conservation 
Most people think that there is an abundance of wildlife species in the world, but the truth is, 

their numbers are dwindling and if nothing is done about it, these species might become 
endangered and extinct. To preserve wildlife we need wildlife conservationists! 

 
4) Pet Groomers 

In this busy chaotic world, it gets very difficult to find personal time for our pets and that's when 
we need pet groomers to take the lead. Also, if you love animals, it's a great career option for you. 
You are required to enhance hygiene and appearance of pets, mostly cats and dogs but sometimes 

even rabbits and horses, using a variety of grooming techniques. Pet groomers are in high 
demand as more and more pet owners look for professional care and maintenance of their pet's 

health and well-being. 
 

5) Wine Tasters 
Indians love to drink wine and therefore there is a need for a wine professional or sommelier 
who can help in understanding the different types of wine and help pair wines with specific 

foods. Wine tasters also help choose wines for various restaurants that would go well with their 
menu. Another interesting option is to organize wine tasting tours in vineyards in India. Wine 

experts can also write articles on wines for lifestyle magazines. 
 

6) Application Developing 
From a child to a grown-up individual, everyone is making use of mobile applications and that's 

why mobile application development is the most popular and expanding choice among 
technological career choices. Also, the amount of money that technology industry can offer is 

very pretty, so it's totally worth your while. 
 

7) Surfers 
Surfing is not a very popular option in India but gradually people are looking at adventure sports 

as an upcoming option. In fact, since the time Ishita Malaviya, India's first surfer came into 
limelight, surfing made it's mark. People are keen to try out hitting the waves and they certainly 

need a professional for that. So go ahead, connect with the nature.  
 

8) Personal Shoppers 
Imagine if you could get paid for shopping. Won't that be absolutely fantastic? Well, hiring a 

'personal shopper' is the new rage. For instance, many a times, while organising a wedding, we 
often find ourselves at the lack of time and find it difficult to coordinate shopping with other 

activities. That's when personal shoppers come in handy. They help you decide your look for an 
occasion, keeping in mind your style and help you shop. It's like being a stylist and a shopper, all 

at one! 
 

9) Blogger 
Due to major internet penetration, blogging is soon becoming a well-known profession. And it's 

not restricted to being just a hobby anymore as the potential to make money by blogging is pretty 
promising. Big companies are now understanding the importance of bloggers as brand 

influencer, and they have a dedicated team for blogger outreach. Just from the comfort of their 
homes, many hobby bloggers have attained a celebrity status by achieving huge following in the 

form of blog traffic and social media reach. A few skills required for blogging are domain 
knowledge, good writing skills and dedication and passion when you plan to opt blogging as a 

full-time profession. 
 

10) You Tuber 
In a digitally-savvy generation, video blogging or You Tube vloggering has snowballed from an 

innocent hobby to a huge money making career option. You need a cause, a screen presence and 
a great idea. Then get a camera and just make a video and there you go. If you're good enough 

you could well be on your way to join showbiz celebrities with millions of followers. About how 
you can make money through video blogging; you can sell targeted advertising and offer paid 
reviews and promotions to your audience (once you've established a following). YouTube for  

example offers a revenue share deal on their adverts via the YouTube Partner Program.  
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Looking for a Job.  

Job ads, CV and application letter. 
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Homework: find  information: 

 http://teenzone.monster.co.uk/articles/yourfirstcv1/print/ 

http://jobsearch.about.com/od/cvsamples/a/cvformat.htm 

http://www.getthatjob.net/cv/what-to-include.htm 

1. What is a CV? 

2. What information should you include? 

3. How is it arranged? 

CURRICULUM VITAE  

Read the sentences and write True or False. 

 Choose a good-quality paper in a conservative colour (white, gray or tan). _____ 

 Omit references to religion, physical appearance and money. ____ 

 A CV should be very organized, with clear headings and distinct conceptual 

divisions. ____ 

 Never be late for a job interview. ____ 

 Contact information can’t be included in a CV. ____ 

http://teenzone.monster.co.uk/articles/yourfirstcv1/print/
http://jobsearch.about.com/od/cvsamples/a/cvformat.htm
http://www.getthatjob.net/cv/what-to-include.htm
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 Wearing informal clothes is appropriate if you want to get a job at a job 

interview. ____ 

 List your educational experiences. _____ 

 Additional course work or private study can be included in a CV. _____ 

 If you are multi-lingual, indicate the languages and specify the level of fluency. 

____ 

 Maintain adequate side and top margins as well as sufficient space between 

categories to allow easy reading. ______ 

 

1) Read Carmen Lopez Duran’s CV and answer the questions. 

Carmen Lopez Duran 

Personal details 

Address Avenida de la Plata 47 
Grenada 18 752 Spain 

Tel 123 456 789 

Email Carmello@ etc.com 

Date of birth 25 Nov 1980 

Marital status Single 

Education 

1998 - 2000 Universidad de Granada Diploma in Business Studies with Tourism 

1990 - 1998 Instituto Cervantes, Granada Bachillerato (A Level equivalent) Grade B 

Professional Experience 

2000 - 
present 

Hotel Xyz, Notown 
Assistant to Conference Manager 
Responsible for providing administrative support, answering enquiries, taking 
bookings, arranging catering. 
Employee of the Year, 2001. 

Summer 2000 Company Xyz. Notown 
Social/Sports Officer 
In charge of escorting groups of foreign students, 
Arranging schedules, planning social events, 
Organising sports activities, managing a budget. 

Interests 

Yoga, swimming, skiing, classical music, theatre, current affairs 

Additional Skills or Abilities 

 Fluent English - IELTS score 6.5 

 Working knowledge of French 

 Clean driving licence 

 Computer literate (Word, Excel, Powerpoint) 

 

a) Where is Carmen from? 

________________________________________________________________

_____ 

b) Is she married? 

________________________________________________________________

_______ 

c) What does Carmen do in her free time? 

________________________________________________________ 
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d) What languages can she speak? 

______________________________________________________________ 

e) Can she drive a car? 

________________________________________________________________

_______ 

f) How old is Carmen? 

________________________________________________________________

_______ 

g) Does she have a University degree? 

___________________________________________________________ 

h) Has she ever worked at a hospital? 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

A Job interview 

1) Look at the pictures. Who is appropriately dressed for a job interview? 

Why? Why not? 

 
 

Jessie                       Charles                         Tim                      Sophie 

 

 

 

2) Go through the memes in these pages. What tips can you think of, 

considering going to a job interview? Here are some more: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



56 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Read the job interview’s questions and match them with the corresponding 

answers. 

 
1) Are you the best person for this job? Why?  ___ 

2) Describe yourself.  ___ 

3) Do you prefer to work alone or on a team?  ___ 

4) Do you take work home with you?   ___ 

5) Have you got angry at work? What happened?  ___ 

6) How long do you expect to work for this company?  ___ 

7) How much do you expect to get paid?  ___ 

8) Tell me why you want to work here.  ___ 

9) What are your goals for the future?  ___ 

10) What interests you about this job?  ___ 

a) I believe I’m the best for this position because I have passion, motivation and I can 

work hard. 

b) What I like about this job is that I can learn a lot and I will have the opportunity to get 

much experience. 

c) I am equally comfortable working as a member of a team and independently. 

d) I would like to know more about the responsibilities and the challenges of the job prior 

to discussing salary. 

e) I want to work in this company because it is internationally prestigious and I would 

like to be a part of it. 

f) I am a hard worker. I'm self motivated and creative. I have a positive attitude and I 

always try to find new ways to do the work. 

g) My long-term goals involve starting my own family and working in a company where 

I can continue to learn and get experience, as well as take on additional 

responsibilities. 

h) When it’s necessary I have no problem. I know the importance of meeting deadlines 

and getting work done on time. 

i) I would like to work in this company for as long as my services are needed 

j) Anger to me means loss of control. I do not lose control. When I get stressed, I step 

back, take a deep breath, think about the situation and then formulate a plan of action. 
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Five tips for your first job 

Now that final exams have passed, thousands of college students and fresh graduates will head off for their first 
internships or full-time jobs. If you’re one of them, you’re lucky. Recent statistics indicate that one in two new college 
graduates are unemployed or underemployed. And while many of you will have had part-time jobs, this new position can 
be an incredible learning experience and a stepping stone for your long-term career. 

But it’s also a struggle. For some of you, it may be your first experience in a business environment. I remember feeling 
lost in my first few experiences after college (we all do). Surrounded by so much new information, I constantly felt like I 
was falling behind my more experienced colleagues. I didn’t know who to look to for advice, and I never felt like I was 
doing my job well enough. 

So as you prepare for your new role — and the challenges you’ll face in that position — I’d offer five pointers I’ve seen 
work for people along the way. 

1. Don’t “fake it until you make it.” Many new workers don’t ask questions. They think they need to have answers to 
be valuable to their organizations, and they can’t admit to a lack of experience or understanding. But here’s the secret: 
They’re not fooling anyone! No one expects you to know everything in your first job, and you learn and grow faster when 
you seek real understanding, ask questions, and petition for help.  

2. Never eat lunch alone. One of the best things about a new job is the incredible learning experience it provides. Every 
single person you’ll work with in your new position — from the receptionist to the CEO — can teach you something 
valuable, and each of them can be a friend and mentor in your career. Your office is full of intelligent, thoughtful, and 
experienced people. Get to know them. Treat them with respect. Ask them questions. Learn from them. And have fun in 
the process. 

3. Set boundaries to prevent burnout. Most jobs are never fully done. In school, your tests, homework assignments, 
and group projects have defined due dates. But a job is different. It will be hard to do perfectly (or even well!). You’ll be 
anxious. There’s something to be said for putting in extra effort... Burnout can make you less productive at work, and 
certainly makes you less happy. And in the absence of a caring community looking out for your well-being, you’ll need to 
take ownership of your boundaries. Have short breaks from work into your schedule, and learn early to seek balance in 
your work and life. 

4. Serve your colleagues and customers. A common mistake young people make is to competitively climb their career 
ladders rather than humbly seeking to serve their colleagues and customers. But if you want to earn the respect of those 
around you and defy your generation’s stereotypes, the best thing you can do is bring an attitude of service to your job. 
And humbly serving — staying focused on others — can be a great way to develop leadership and amass the support of 
your coworkers. 

5. Work hard and show up on time.  The basics are simple, but easy to forget: Work hard and show up on time. 

Following these suggestions will make for a more worthwhile experience for you, while balancing some of the stress and 
struggles of a brand-new work environment. What are you worried about heading into your first job or internship? What 
advice would you give to new workers? 

Arriving on time is a good idea to keep your job. 

The writer knew all about jobs when he got his first one. 

Helping others is always a good idea to become a good worker. 

Working 14 hours a day will not have any negative effects on you, if you are new, you must work hard. 

Arriving on time is a good idea to keep your job. 

The writer knew all about jobs when he got his first one. 

Helping others is always a good idea to become a good worker. 

Working 14 hours a day will not have any negative effects on you, if you are new, you must work hard. 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/22/job-market-college-graduates_n_1443738.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/22/job-market-college-graduates_n_1443738.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture-professionals-network/culture-professionals-blog/2012/may/24/burnout-advice-recognise-prevent-deal?newsfeed=true
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VIDEO SESSION: “THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA” 

Pre-viewing discussion questions  

 What do people do before going to work? 

 How do they get ready? 

 Do you have breakfast? Where? What do you have? 

 How do you get to school? 
 

Scene 1: A job interview 

Before you watch, discuss the following 

How would you feel before a job interview? 

What would you wear? 

What would you talk about? 

What information do you expect to get from the interviewer? 

Watch the scene and answer these questions 

1) How does Andy feel when she’s about to go into the building? 
2) What’s the name of the company? 
3) What job is she applying for? 
4) Who’s Miranda? 
5) How does everybody feel just before Miranda gets to the office? 
6) What’s Andy’s profession? 
7) Does she get the job? 

 

Listen again and complete these phrases. 

1) I have an _____________ with Emily Charlton 
2) Human Resources has an odd sense of  _____________. 
3) A million girls would _____________ for this job. 
4) It sounds like a great _____________. 
5) What makes you think I’m not _____________ in fashion? 
6) She’s _____________ her way. Tell everyone! 
7) That’s _____________. 
8) I recently _____________ from Northwestern University. 
9) I’m not _____________ or glamorous, and I don’t know that much about 

fashion, but I’m _____________. 
10) Who’s that ____________ little person? Are we doing a before-and-

_____________ piece I don’t know about? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.filmsandtv.com/im/the_devil_wears_prada.jpg&imgrefurl=http://partingthesilk.blogspot.com/2007/08/happy-independence-day.html&h=544&w=580&sz=13&hl=en&start=5&um=1&tbnid=yvwSLdPnD_IHxM:&tbnh=126&tbnw=134&prev=/images?q=the+devil+wears+prada&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
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Job Interview Role Plays 

Work in pairs, choose roles and roleplay an interview.  

1. Tell me about yourself. 

2. What are your strengths? 

3. What are your weaknesses? 

4. Tell me about your use of computers in the workplace. 

5. What would be your greatest challenge in this job? 

6. Why do you want to work here? 

7. Tell me about a time when you made a mistake at work.  

8. What are your hobbies? 

9. What plans do you have for the future? 

10. How do you handle conflict? 

11. When can you start work? 

12. Why should we hire you? 

After 10 minutes, exchange cards with a neighbouring pair of students, and within 

each pair, the interviewer/interviewee roles change. 

ROLE DESCRIPTIONS 

A-1.  
You are the Manager of a women’s clothing store. 
In the interview, try to find out as much 
information as possible about the person who has 
applied to work as a sales clerk. 
 

 A-2.  
You are applying for the job of sales clerk in a 
women’s clothing store. 

B-1.  
You are the Manager of a family restaurant. In the 
interview, try to find out as much information as 
possible about the person who has applied to 
work as a server. 
 

 B-2.  
You are applying for the job of server in a family 
restaurant.  

C-1.  
You are an elementary school principal.  In the 
interview, try to find out as much information as 
possible about the person who has applied to 
work as a teaching assistant. 
 

 C-2.  
You are applying for the job of teaching assistant 
in a public elementary school.  

 

 Read this interview. Considering the tips you provided earlier, what would you 

change? 
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 If People Were Really Honest in Job Interviews 

Interviewer: Thanks for taking the time to come in, although I'm sure you 

weren't busy at all, seeing as you're unemployed. 

Applicant: Yeah, that's true. I mean I have DVR so I'm really not missing 

anything important. Although this is really early for me, I usually wake up 

around noon, lay in bed until 12:30. Ish. 

Interviewer: Excellent. So why are you interested in this job? 

Applicant: I'm not, I just need a job. 

I: Okay. Just so you know, we will be taking advantage of you and paying you the bare minimum. 

Applicant: And just so you know, I will be doing the bare minimum. 

Interviewer: Okay, but our expectations are going to be, let's say, unreasonably high. Like if you could be as 

much like a high-speed robot as possible, that would be ideal. 

Applicant: Yeah, I'm not interested in any of that. I'm pretty much looking for a job where I don't have to 

move much or think much, so I have the time and energy to do the things I actually care about. 

Interviewer: Why don't you get a job doing the things you care about? 

A: I'm trying, but in the interim I need a job that will barely cover my cost of living. You know what I'm 

saying? 

Interviewer: I think so. I was once like you, had dreams. But I gave up on them. I gave up on all my dreams, 

and that's why I'm here. 

Applicant: I thought that might be the case. I mean I assumed it was. I guessed that you used to be full of 

life, but after years in this place, you had every last bit of hope drained from your body. 

I: Yes, that's exactly what happened. And now what I do is take that hope out of people younger than me, 

the people I hire, and basically I harvest it. It's like -- are you familiar with how vampires work? 

Applicant: Sure. 

Interviewer: Great, I'll make note of that. So I'm like a vampire, a hope vampire, and when you leave here 

every day, you'll be completely devoid of hope or happiness. 

Applicant: So you're like a Dementor, really. 

I: Yes! I wasn't sure if Harry Potter was something you were familiar with, but yeah, I'm a Dementor. 

Applicant: Okay, so is everyone I've ever worked for. 

Interviewer: Great! This is going really well. What are your biggest strengths and weaknesses? 

Applicant: I have very few strengths that would be of any use at all in this kind of environment. I'd say my 

biggest weakness, if you wanna call it that, is that I just don't care. 

Interviewer: And why did you leave your last job? 

Applicant: I wanted to move on and do other things. 

Interviewer: Which means... 

Applicant: I was fired. 

Interviewer: Good, good. Well I'll let you know, and by that I mean I'll never call you, and will instead leave 

you waiting and wondering for weeks. 

Applicant: Business as usual! 

 

 Write the interview as it would happen in real life situations. 
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The working world 

1) Search the following site: www.careerbuilder.com and find a job you would like 

to apply for.  Print the ad. 

2) Prepare your CV or resume and write a letter of application for it. You can check 

general format and style guidelines as well as writing tips at 

www.thebalance.com.  Print your CV or resume. 

3) Write an application letter for it. Include: Reason why you are writing; personal 

details about you and your education; work experience; skills needed for the job 

and skills you have; interests/hobbies 

4) Imagine you have been called for an interview for the job you applied. Review 

the most common interview questions that employers ask and think of the best 

answers for each question. Practice the conversation with a partner. Bare in mind 

the tips for the perfect interview that we read in class in order to enhance your 

job interview performance. 

5) Record a 10  minute video session of you in an interview with a partner that 

plays the role of an interviewer. Check www.job-interview-site.com for some 

tips. View the tape, listen to your answers. Request some feedback from your 

mate. Learn from all the feedback including your own. 

6) Finally, record the interview. Then, edit the video with your favourite editor 

(e.g. QuickTimePro). Do not edit anything within the body of the video itself. 

You can trim off the beginning and the end. 

 

DUE DATE: ad; CV/resume; letter of application and video: November,  

 

http://www.thebalance.com/
http://www.job-interview-site.com/

